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W H Y  T H I S  R E S O U R C E ?

For 20 years, my Christianity was more of a burden 
to me than it was a blessing. Much of my 
involvement in and connection to my faith was 
motivated by guilt and obligation. 

I had belief, but I lacked joy. 

Thankfully, in 2010, God started opening my eyes to 
the many, often times, subtle distinctions between a 
“religion-driven” Christianity and a “gospel-
motivated” Christianity.  I began to unlearn what I 
had, for so long, misunderstood and misapplied. 

Understanding these distinctions re-invigorated my 
faith and were a huge motivation behind why I 
became a pastor and started a church. As the 
uniquenesses of the gospel became more clear, for 
the first time in my life, I was convinced that 
Christianity truly did have a message of good news!   

With that in mind, in the following pages, I have 
done my best to distill 17 distinctions down to as 
few words as possible so you can evaluate for 
yourself what type of Christianity you have come to 
understand and embrace. 

Prayerfully, as you consider these distinctions they 
can act as a catalyst for a more fulfilling, life-giving 
faith—a faith that not only brings you more joy, but 
a faith that, ultimately, brings God more glory!  

EDWARD PAZ 
JANUARY 2020
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P A R T  O N E

Gospel

DECLARATIONS



1  T I M O T H Y  1 : 1 5

T H E  S A Y I N G  I S  T R U S T W O R T H Y  A N D  
D E S E R V I N G  O F  F U L L  A C C E P T A N C E ,  

T H A T  C H R I S T  J E S U S  C A M E  I N T O  T H E  
W O R L D  T O  S A V E  S I N N E R S .

“

D I S T I N C T I O N  # 1

Religion says...

SAVE YOURSELF.
e Gospel says...

JESUS SAVES.



R O M A N S  5 : 1 9

F O R  A S  B Y  T H E  O N E  M A N ’ S  D I S -
O B E D I E N C E  T H E  M A N Y  W E R E  M A D E  

S I N N E R S ,  S O  B Y  T H E  O N E  M A N ’ S  
O B E D I E N C E  T H E  M A N Y  W I L L  B E  

M A D E  R I G H T E O U S .

“

D I S T I N C T I O N  # 2

Religion says...

YOU MUST.
e Gospel says...

JESUS DID.



1  J O H N  4 : 1 0

I N  T H I S  I S  L O V E ,  N O T  T H A T  W E  
H A V E  L O V E D  G O D  B U T  T H A T  H E  

L O V E D  U S  A N D  S E N T  H I S  S O N  T O  B E  
T H E  P R O P I T I A T I O N  F O R  O U R  S I N S .

“

D I S T I N C T I O N  # 3

Religion says...

MUST ATTAIN.
e Gospel says...

JESUS ATONED.



J O H N  1 9 : 3 0

I T  I S  F I N I S H E D .

“

D I S T I N C T I O N  # 4

Religion says...

DO.
e Gospel says...

DONE.



Religion says...

IMPROVE.
e Gospel says...

R O M A N S  3 : 2 8

APPROVED.

F O R  W E  H O L D  T H A T  O N E  I S  
J U S T I F I E D  B Y  F A I T H  A P A R T   
F R O M  W O R K S  O F  T H E  L A W .

“

D I S T I N C T I O N  # 5



J O H N  1 5 : 1 6

Y O U  D I D  N O T  C H O O S E  M E ,  
B U T  I  C H O S E  Y O U .

“

D I S T I N C T I O N  # 6

Religion says...

CHOOSE.
e Gospel says...

CHOSEN.



R O M A N S  8 : 1

T H E R E  I S  T H E R E F O R E  N O W  N O  
C O N D E M N A T I O N  F O R  T H O S E  W H O  

A R E  I N  C H R I S T  J E S U S .

“

D I S T I N C T I O N  # 7

Religion says...

GUILTY.
e Gospel says...

GUILTLESS.



1  J O H N  4 : 1 9

W E  L O V E  B E C A U S E   
H E  F I R S T  L O V E D  U S .

“

D I S T I N C T I O N  # 8

Religion says...

LOVE FIRST.
e Gospel says...

FIRST LOVED.



1  J O H N  1 : 7

B U T  I F  W E  W A L K  I N  T H E  L I G H T ,  A S  
H E  I S  I N  T H E  L I G H T ,  W E  H A V E  

F E L L O W S H I P  W I T H  O N E  A N O T H E R ,  
A N D  T H E  B L O O D  O F  J E S U S  H I S  S O N  

C L E A N S E S  U S  F R O M  A L L  S I N .

“

D I S T I N C T I O N  # 9

Religion says...

BE CLEAN.
e Gospel says...

CLEANSED.
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1  P E T E R  3 : 1 8

F O R  C H R I S T  A L S O  S U F F E R E D  O N C E  
F O R  S I N S ,  T H E  R I G H T E O U S  F O R  T H E  

U N R I G H T E O U S ,  T H A T  H E  M I G H T  
B R I N G  U S  T O  G O D .

“

D I S T I N C T I O N  # 1 0

Religion says...

RESTITUTION.
e Gospel says...

SUBSTITUTION.



T I T U S  3 : 5

H E  S A V E D  U S ,  N O T  B E C A U S E  O F  
W O R K S  D O N E  B Y  U S  I N  

R I G H T E O U S N E S S ,  B U T  A C C O R D I N G  
T O  H I S  O W N  M E R C Y .

“

D I S T I N C T I O N  # 1 1

Religion says...

MERIT.
e Gospel says...

MERCY.



R O M A N S  1 1 : 5 - 6

S O  T O O  A T  T H E  P R E S E N T  T I M E  
T H E R E  I S  A  R E M N A N T ,  C H O S E N  B Y  
G R A C E .  B U T  I F  I T  I S  B Y  G R A C E ,  I T  

I S  N O  L O N G E R  O N  T H E  B A S I S  O F  
W O R K S ;  O T H E R W I S E  G R A C E  W O U L D  

N O  L O N G E R  B E  G R A C E .

“

D I S T I N C T I O N  # 1 2

Religion says...

GRIT.
e Gospel says...

GRACE.



P A R T  T H R E E

Gospel

APPLICATIONS



M A T T H E W  1 1 : 2 8 - 2 9

C O M E  T O  M E ,  A L L  W H O  L A B O R  A N D  
A R E  H E A V Y  L A D E N ,  A N D  I  W I L L  
G I V E  Y O U  R E S T .  T A K E  M Y  Y O K E  

U P O N  Y O U ,  A N D  L E A R N  F R O M  M E ,  
F O R  I  A M  G E N T L E  A N D  L O W L Y  I N  

H E A R T ,  A N D  Y O U  W I L L  F I N D  R E S T  
F O R  Y O U R  S O U L S .

“

D I S T I N C T I O N  # 1 3

Religion says...

WORK.
e Gospel says...

REST.



G A L A T I A N S  3 : 1 1

N O  O N E  I S  J U S T I F I E D  B E F O R E  G O D  
B Y  T H E  L A W ,  F O R  ‘ T H E  R I G H T E O U S  

S H A L L  L I V E  B Y  F A I T H . ’

“

D I S T I N C T I O N  # 1 4

Religion says...

BEHAVE.
e Gospel says...

BELIEVE.



Religion says...

ACHIEVE.
e Gospel says...

E P H E S I A N S  2 : 8 - 9

RECEIVE.

F O R  B Y  G R A C E  Y O U  H A V E  B E E N  
S A V E D  T H R O U G H  F A I T H .   

A N D  T H I S  I S  N O T  Y O U R  O W N  
D O I N G :  I T  I S  T H E  G I F T  O F  G O D ,   

N O T  A  R E S U L T  O F  W O R K S ,   
S O  T H A T  N O  O N E  M A Y  B O A S T .

“

D I S T I N C T I O N  # 1 5



R O M A N S  4 : 5

A N D  T O  T H E  O N E  W H O  D O E S  N O T  
W O R K  B U T  B E L I E V E S  I N  H I M  W H O  

J U S T I F I E S  T H E  U N G O D L Y ,  H I S  F A I T H  
I S  C O U N T E D  A S  R I G H T E O U S N E S S .

“

D I S T I N C T I O N  # 1 6

Religion says...

TRY.
e Gospel says...

TRUST.



Religion says...

BE STRONG.
e Gospel says...

BOAST IN WEAKNESS.

M Y  G R A C E  I S  S U F F I C I E N T  F O R  Y O U ,  
F O R  M Y  P O W E R  I S  M A D E  P E R F E C T  I N  

W E A K N E S S . ”  T H E R E F O R E ,  I  W I L L  
B O A S T  A L L  T H E  M O R E  G L A D L Y  O F  M Y  

W E A K N E S S E S ,  S O  T H A T  T H E  P O W E R  
O F  C H R I S T  M A Y  R E S T  U P O N  M E .

“

D I S T I N C T I O N  # 1 7

2  C O R I N T H I A N S  1 2 : 9 - 1 0



for more encouragement:
WWW.EDWARDPAZ.COM

to connect on social media:
@EDWARDPAZ


